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s dn Adugust, 1882 the Gl&agnw Highlana club was formally :

constituted at & meeting in the Bath Hotel, in the oity's Bath
Street. Andrew Penn was the feunder. ‘ This information is
conteined, not in the records of ﬁhe club as such but in a report
published by "The Oban Times" more than two decades after the
event. A cutting of the report ig inserted among the minutes.

~ There had been a previous meeting (venue unknown), at which
Andrew Penn's suggestion of "ee.2 club which might be ‘called the
Highland Club..." was endorsed twenty times over. The record of
this occasion written by the founder was subsequently lqst, but
not before it had been copied. It was undersigned bys

Gregor McG. Frame : 64 W.Regent Street _

A E.McDonald 27 Royal BExchange Squsre

Andrew Penn 136 St. Vincent Street

John G. Frasax 25 Princes Street, Pollokshmelds
James Urquhart 136 Woodlands Road

A, Robertson Murison 4 Morrison's Court
Tom G. Fraser,Fort William 25 Princes Street, Polloksh;elds

John McDonidd 12 Woodside Smwmmk Crescent.
Rob. Shirra-Gibb 129 ‘St. Vincent Street
Sydney Broadfoot 21 Hope Street '
Thos. MaocIvor Millen 134 St. Vincent Street
John M. Clavering ' 14 Woodside Terrace
Francis James MaJanﬁet 25 India Street
Duncan Mackay 161 West Secegs Georga Street
William Ogilvie 4 Campside Crescent, Langaide
A.C. Macintyre 161 West George Street -
G.W. Stewszt. 26 Pollok Street

- Patrick Graham 212 ﬂést George Street :
Duncan Campbell BfﬁathuéllrStreet;

Mexander We meay- 122 Hellington Street
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T Th§ last-named was the énly’énalnai avaniualix"té_jain the
club. There is a curious eniry in the minutes of a meeting in

6?7 December, 1909 - "P. Jeffrey Mackis, and original member of the r co.)
clnb,“_presents a ram's heady there is*nd‘sederunt of the Auguaf{meeting.

From "The Obsn Times" of March 12, 1§64s :

nThe Glasgow Highland Club having reached the twenty-first .
anniversary of its formation, the interesting occasion was celebrated
on Monday evening with a dinner in the Grand Hotel... Colonel C.
MzcDonald Williamson, president, occupied the chair ... : e

wihe toast of the evening — 'The Glasgow Highlgnd Club' - was
«s.proposed by the Chaimman ... The gentleman to whnmfth§y wera:'
indebted for the formation of the Club was their esteemed frieﬁ&-!r :
Penn, who was present that nipht, i St

nimong the papers of the Club there still existed.the'documenﬁ
suggesting its jnauguration ... Shortly before this Mr Penn had
been in Edinburgh, and found~§¥at there was & Tartan Cludb in existence

A there ... Running alomgside/(it,or as its guocessoT, there was 2
very successful cluh: - the Scottish Pipers' Society «.. M#& Penn

thought that a somewhat similar institution might be formed in Glasgow,
:41: and with thet in view hegot togetunf a few friends and inaugurated
Glaggow Highland Club,  This was in 1882, The tsﬁ"ftignds who did

most to help Mr Penn were Mr A. E, MacDonald... and Mr ﬁ#c@regar'
Frame «.» ' :

ni meeting was held in Augu#t,'1882 for the purpose of forming &
constitution. The meeting took place in the Bath Hotel, and Mr John
Clavering was alecﬁad-firat_presideni, gnd Mr Penn as hon. sesrgtary..."

Andrew Penn, founding tathar‘of-ﬂlaggow;ﬂighlgnd Club, outli#e& all
. hdis contemporaries and remained a conatent member for fifty-two years,
t411 his desth. In ageregete he served virtually two-thirds of that
time in office, vaﬁings}y aS'praéi&Enﬁg‘viée—presidént, director,

secretary, treasurer. ﬂheh he was elected president (for the third
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time) for 1931-2 he declined the additional post of chieg, and
therefore the club was chiefless in its jubilee year.

From the chair ati the jubilde dinner 1n,uaroh, 1932 the president |
outlined the events of fifty years. He spoke from notes made with
the acknowledged help of 2 former sacretary, D.M. Clark who, a
decade before, had written a paper ox the progress of the clubs -
through twoscore years. :

A draft of those notes, pencilled in Andrew Penn's hand, is =
preserved almost intact and fittingly forms an introduojion to the
ensuing account of Glasgow Highland Clubls first hundred years.

outwith his activities in the club, not much is k’hbwn about the
founder. His business was insurance and investment. In Glasgow
Post Office directory he is first listed in the 1883~4 issue, at thb
office of the Scottish Metrépolitan Life Assurance Gompany, 134 Ste
Vinoent Street. His home addreas thﬁn wes T Berlin Plaoce, Polloks
shiclds. Subsequently, he moved zbout the city, living at different
addresses and working fotr varfious companies. "His name appears in the
P.0, directory for the last time in l924~5, as secretary of the Eagle Sta:
and British Dominions Insurance COmpamy; and his home then was at
Woodburn House, Helensburgh.

There is clear ev:dence that Andrew Penn had business interests in

Edinburgh and Liverpool. He lived, and praaum&bly ﬁorked, from time

to time in Edinburgh before finally settling there in Gordon Road,
cor;sﬁorphlne. His son, Colin Penn, was a ‘member of the ¢lub for

upwarde of forty years from 1913. ‘He, too, 1ivad and worked in the
capital. g :
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 INTRODUCTION

By Andrew Penn, Founder, Glasgow Highland Club =
(from notes for his presidential address at
" the jubilee dinner, March 14, 1932) %

The olub was founded in 1882 and the ‘earliest document im our
possession gtates "to be fcrmed,'a-clubIWhiuh mighﬁ'be called_t&e
i_ Highland Club, its'object the pé?ervation of the Highland Gar® &0y
and whigh might meet in a social manner once or twice a year."
It was signed by 20 gentlemen, of which only four survive today,
namely Messrs G. McG. Frame, John M. Clavering, Col. Duncen Campbell.

and myself.

There are no written records of the proceedings of the club for
the First 2 years, but in 1884 a mmidck sonstitution and bye-laws
were framed in which the objects of the club were, the premotion of
Highland Music and dancing and the encouragement of the wéaring of '
the Highlend Dress. The gtrength of the club was then 35.

There were no formal minutes then but the following afc rendered
by Chas. Macrae, Albany Hotel, 221 gauchiehall Street throws some =
light on the proceedings. ' s | |

Nov. 13 184 - 3b bot. whisky @ 4/~ - 14/-
ol gallons beer = A0/
2 '-6 bot. lemonade - 2/;-
gl e e e [old - 6/-
After adding 5 /= presumablj for the waiters, the total is divided
by 17, bringing out an average cost per head of 1/9 for the 17

memﬁers pf&sent. We may conclude this was aihighly successful
~ meeting. : cmpes oy
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The fxrst minutes were in 1885 at the Albany Hotel when Mr
Colin Campbell was elected Hon. Pres. and Col. C Charles McD,
Williamson viwe (president). The Secy., was Mr Chas. C. Murray
who I am glad to say is still among us.’ 1In 1886 the late Mr
Patrick Graham suggested that the club ‘should have an "At Home"

but these did not begin until 1894, W which

during the season,
In 1886 the

started a long and sudoessful series of dances.
silver badge as now WOIrg as club crest was selected, as was the
oclub tune, namely the n@lendaruel Highlanders," compoaed by‘the

jate J. McDougall Gillies, afterwards our club piper.

In 1887 the constitutxon was recast, as it was again in 1908,
since when it has remained practically unchanged to date. The
membership was increased but limited to 120, as it remaxna:foday.‘

Also im 1887 a deputation was sent and dulg'represented the club
at Aberfeldy on the occasion of the unveiling of the memorial to

the Black Watch.

Our first ohief, Mr Colin Campbell died in 1890 and his loss was
greatly deplored. He was a true Highland gEntleﬁan, esteemed and
revered by the member$;=f_a_worthy successor was found in the late
Mr Walter James Douglas Campbell of Blythswood, who continued o be
chief till 1907 - dmring his term of offxqe the club prosgereivaad
on Tth Makch, 1904 celebrated its 2lst ann;versa ry by a largely
attended dinner in the Grand Hotel. At this meeting the Marquess
of Tullibardine, Lord Lowat and Col. Burney were elected hon. members.

Kbout this ¥ime Mr Walter Campbell of Blythswood, after a long and
much apﬂraciated term of office, suggasfed, a change g

The Marquess of Tullibardina, now His Grace thﬁ Dﬁke of &tholl, was
eventually approached and was duly elected ohief, " He was able %o
PP6$1aa at a numhar of‘the ahnual dlnners, to the great accegtanoe and

satlsfaction of the membera.
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In 1913 the Ghiaf was teken ill on the eve of the annnal dinnar

at which he was to presides
graciously consented to dine wit

' Chief, and replied to the toast %
The wives of the then president an&/agca—preaidantt'uare also

A
present, and an attendance of 108, I believe this is the only
hat ladies have been present at an ordinary meeting of the

h the ¢lub asg representing the
o the Chief in 2 notable speech.

time t
elub.

From the earliest days of the club, pzping and dancing have
been a feature of the meetings.  We hava had, and still have many
most capable and enthusiastic amateur pipers and we believe the
club has done much to foster ‘amateur pipe music in the West of
Sootland. The pipe band was formed in 1898, and Mr John M.
Clavering was our first pipe-major. Since then it has conxinued

successfully and our present pipe-major is Mr Alan;nacﬂaughton.

The late Pipe-Major Farquhar.ﬂacrae was oﬁr fifst cluh'pipefl
and was most competent. In 1897 he was followed by tha'late :
Plpa—ﬁagor John MacDougall Gillies, whose masterly playmng of :”
ceol mor and cecl beag was & delight at our meetings. Our preeent

Lady Tullibnrdine, who was in,Glasgow,'

club piper, Pipe-Major Robert Reid is a player of the b;ghest claas.*"

At the meeting on 2nd December, 1890 the Chief announnad that

H.R.He. the Princess louise, the uarchloness of Larne had graciously :

consented to become Patroness of the cluﬁx} A letter of thanks was
sent to her, and one of the club brua¢héa-in silver. In reply,
HoR.H. in thanking the members stated that she would often weaf the
broochs s st XA

In 1893 the club aupported the proteat made by a piMIic meeting

in Glasgow against the proposal to do away with the Gameron nghlanders

as a ragiment, and contribuxed to the cost of the meeting.
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. 11... iniela for bagpipe playing, to be competec foTSby
bands of the Glasgaw'Battalion of the Boys' Brigade, was provided
in 1909 and has since been competed for ennually. Prizes have
also beenApresented from time to time. for a number of years for
individual piping emong the 0.T.C. of the High School of (lasgov,
Glasgow Academy, Kelvinside Acadamy and Hillhead High Schoole

Piaodfanercoot.
The Marquess of Tullibardine resigned the ohlefship in 1924,

having acted for 17 years, and he was followed by Sir Iain colquhoun,
Bart. of Colgquhoun and Luss, who resigned last year owing to his
meny engagements, and to the regret of the menﬂ:'e;::g_x.._= At preeent

the position is vacante.

Among other possessions the olub owns stags! héa&élﬁresented by
the late Duke of Atholl and Mrs Stewart of Dalnessj 'alsoiﬁictures'
presented by Mr Walter Duuglas Campbell of Blythsﬂood and 81r Jobhn
Stirling Maxwell, Bart. of Pollok.hr The ram's head at the table was
the gift of the late Sir Pode Maﬁkme, Barta of Genr&ith. The last
benefaction was a silver cup of Indian workmanship presented by the
late Mr Frank Adem, end which i@ competed for by the piping members
_off the club. Haar i TR haa e e

During the war and until the end of 1919 the olnb only held its
annual business maetinga. " TIn the war, of its 120 members 88 were
on service; of this ﬁnmber some fell, many were wounded, many
earned high diatinctzcn.a We may be sure all did their duxy.

We now have the future to look to, and I-ainoerely hope the club

- will continue towéfﬁa;ita centenary'aé sﬁcoeamtullj as in the past.
I should like to say that for most of the particulars just given I

~ am indabted to my old.friend,‘Mr D‘ﬂ. Glaxk, formerly hen. aaoxatary
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CHAPTER ONE

 When in the summer of 1882 a company of twenty foregathered
somewhere in Glasgow to consider Andrew Penn's suggestion of
“j olub which might be called the Highland Club..." they were,

inadvertently orshiiiliy, marking nearly preocisely the centenary
of a momentous event in Highland history - the repeal of the
Disarming Act of 1746, which had made the Gael free once more
%o don unhindered the garb prosoribed after Culloden.

What more auspicious time could there be for the proposal of

a YHighland Club, its object the preservation of the Eighland
Gari &c..." and what betier place than the city that was (and is)
so Gael-swept as to furnish the Hielan'man's Umbrella?

It is plain that tbﬁ company of twénty all were aoiid business
and professional men, equally obviously, epitomizlng the Victorian
virtues in their workaday lives was not the sum of‘thair proalivities.
The kilt has an uninhibiting effect on its wearer, however stolid
his respectability. We are left to wonder what the members got
up to between the formal constitution of Glasgow Highland Club in
August, 1882 and the next documented,gathermng in 1884.

While those first two yeais are barren of records, and 1884-5
noted rather than minuted (six meetings, conatmtution and bye-laws
re-drawn, membership "restricted to 35, but totalling 42), there is
what may be called a half&minuta of the thﬁrd annu&l business meeting

(ABM) dated "October, 1885." This meeting was in the Albany Hotel

in Sauchiehall Street, and the 5019 business recorded is the election

of thirtaen_ of:t‘ice-‘_b_aarers. b

Thara was no chief in those days, but an honorary praaidant,

president, two vice-presidents, secretarya Freasunoly anﬁ a committee
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of seven. ~ The hon. president, Colin Campbell became the firat
chief, in 1887, when directors replaced the commitiee.

With the fourth AEH, on aotober 5. 1886 fairly full minnxing
began. Much business is recorded, but only by reading between the
lines can a hint of the true flavour of the proceedings be gleaned
and members of the mx awkward squad identified. Monday ibiead of
Tuesday became, and still is, the ordinary gathering nighé? Much
music and conviviality ensued. :

An "At Home" was mooted for 1887, and was rushed into the‘ ‘
programme for 1894. Quicker action was taken in the matter of
gecuring "a suitable design" for "a distinctive badge," Before
the éhd of the year it was agreed to go to the expense of three i
guineas, the fee demanded by an (un-named) artist for producing
the now time-honoured emblem of faithfulness one £o ali."‘Just;
about as qpick was the choice of 2 tune.f§r the club {

Glendaruel Highlanders was adopted on December 6 and, being
successfully defended against a change inithe pecking order by
Cock o' th' Nerth at the beginning of 1819, ‘remains the club tune

10 this day. It was composed by John HacDongali Gillies, of whom _
more is to be told.

In November, 1886 Andrew Penn asked if a branch of the club

may be formed in Liverpool.r__Thia suggeatiﬁn'bf‘hia'came to nought.
Rnhart :

On February 4, 188? the Rev, lxw/Blaip, of Cambuslang, gave a
talk on "Celtic Matters" hanselling a long and often distinguished
procession of invited speckers. In return he was elected the
first honorary member. At the end of thﬁ year (December 5)
&ndxaw Penn became the fourth hon. mamhﬁr - & fact overlooked
thzrtymtwo years 1a$er when the directors in solemn conclave

.

Mese decided not to carry out the propaﬁal to elect the Tounder

of the Club an honarqry member ag that would involve loss of
priveiegea.“ s



R R S TR R S T
s MBI P e

. SNIFMs _
OLASGOW FIGELAND CLUB - 10 -

During the next twd yesrs the minutes more than somewhat
reverted to the skeletal. Quite evidently, the secretary's
note-taking from time to time was as reflective of the merry
ongoings with which meetings ended as.it was of the business

conduoted. Also discernible is another element (recognisable
to hon. office-bearers through the ages), dependent on the
rise and fall of efthusiasm for their task améng those whom

the hon. seoretary entrusted with (or coerced into) writing
up the minute-book. :

Senior oynicism, junior ambition, and permanent pen-pusher's
resignation come through clearly in the fists of successive
generations of amanuenses involuntary and sychophantic, v

Several, but by no means all, of the early members played the
pipe, almost as many were (it appears) alngars or, at leaat,
contributors to "vocal items," and one or two were at the dancing.
Now and again more or less gifted guests were invited to 3oin

in the "sccial prcceedings,“". | ; :

October, 1889 saw a changa in the venue for meetings, the Bath
giving way to Mcbaan‘s Hotel. 1In thia month, too, was prUposed
the formation of & pipe band and, a fortnight later, a orisp line
in the minute-book: "Mr c Co Murray to take in hand the Pipe Band."
It may be that the (unﬁminuted) appoinimgnt of ?arquhnr Kacrae as
the first cluh piper had somethlng to do with ‘thig decision;
the ABM & year hence he was rawappcinted.

at

In any event, time toek its toll and nine yaars were to elapse 5

before the pipe band finally ~OT, xskitlxrather, initially -~

paraded.  November, 1889 is notable for the first recorded visit

of a rapn&aentaxlva from the far eant:
' Pipers!

""mr J.P. Robertson of the
Society’ denhro wasg: pxasen&.“ Perhaps his impep@;ng
presence put the directors in mind of getting a pipe band going.
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Now %o the follawing year, for lﬁ?ﬁ aventuaily augure& such
fame and fortune as the membara never could have dreamt on,
haraliing a near—quarter—cent&ry of social success and presiige
unmatohed before or since in the annals of i;::ﬁ%igggw Highland
Club, or indeed df any like kind of olube... the/kimxak of the
19205 and 30s was as tinsel compared ta the silver and gold of
the four—and»twantg,yaars preceding the first World War.

Yet W1th1n six weeks of the start to the year, it was
despondency that set in. The Chief, Colin Campbell, ﬁl@d early
in February, barely two months before the eighiii anniversary
and first truly ambitioud dinner was due. Golin Campbell was
a well-loved man, but the members sank their sadness at his
demise in their unprecedented preparations for the Cuirm :
Bhliadhnail.

And was there ever such a club feast, ahint or ayont? Kone."
can tell; but nothing like it is recorded either in the annals
or in press reports. Indeed, were it‘not for the_ppsiinghin.of
a menu in the minute-book this banguet would have gone gone
un-noted. There is no reference to the onéasion in the minutes,
but a study of the menu (reproduced onp } will indicate the

unlikeljihood of anybody being able to taka notea, and as yet the
pressmen were not in attend&nce. :

So to October, 1890.  On the 6th, the aiighth'aﬁs heard that
Walter James 3oug1aa ﬁampbell of Blythswood was afr&id he could
not accept the poaitmonﬁoﬁ ohief, It was moved that a committee
of three be appointed to ask him to recunaldar and, in the event
of his declining, "to submit the names of a few suitable gentlemen..."
andrew Penn promptly moved an amendmant, that Mr Campbell bhe
a@proachgdiagainq The amendment was oarried by a single wote

(11 - 10), with what result we shall see.



: B i

tsﬂig@; EXpE e A s e 7 T

GLASCOW B:mmn aum e

One further itam of importanca Was doalt wiﬁh - xeatriotion

of ordinary membership to 120 (carried unanimouﬂiy) - and‘the
ADM was adjourned. ; :

On the 14th of the month the direotars ha&rd that Gampbﬂil of
Blythswood had accepted; at the adjournad ABu on November 3 he
was introduced, and "aocepted with groat enthusiasm." The members

were not yet to know that the fortunes of the oluh Were nNow firmly
get in the ascendant.

When the dlrectora next met, in the middle of Hbvember, & note
of canniness was sounded. A oommittee previously appointed ta
visit city hostelries with a view to getting the best terms for
accommodation was urged to get on with it, and gtvaa,power to.pa&
ot more than thirty shillings a night for the room. Then the
directors rejected a proposal that the new chief should be'preaented
with a club badge in silver. “Prgmattre," was the vefﬁict; 4 |

Came the secan& day of Dacember, and an entirely different
atmosphere prevailed. The Chief anngunced that HeR.H. Princess

louise, Marchioness of Lorne, had graoiouslx_consented to become
Patrémess of the Clube '

"The announcement was'réceived'with graat enthusiasm, the
members present rising sponxanﬁously and drinking the health of
tha Princees with Highland Honours, while the club piper strudk
up The Campbells ara comigg 200

Meeting the following aeek, thé diréotors had no hesitation in
instructing the secretary (William G. Fleming) to put & club badge
in n&lver &lang uith Y 1eﬂtar of thamks tn their royal First Lady.

In thn f&rat waak of‘ﬁhﬁ ﬁaw Taar, ihe B&th Hotal hﬁvmng again &
been choﬁan tha v#nua for their gntharinga, the members ﬁQ enjoyed 5

"th» innovation of @ house dinner ("Price 2/6 each person - dress
rough kilt or morning_drasa“);thnx;thsy resolved to repeat the
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iexparimanfnm aa‘thay still-do.'

From Kensington Palace, dated 1 Jan, 1891 - "Colonel Collins
is diomwksd desired by H.R.H. thg{ﬁzﬁ asafﬁkgjigﬁ’xorns, to thank
the members of the Glasgow Highland Club for their kindness in
sending her the Club brooch which HeR,H. will often wear, and slso
for the kind manner in which they have received her name as
Patroness. The Princess begs to offer her best wishes for a
Happy New Year to the Club.™ 4An epoch had begun;

| CHAPTER TW el

By the beginning of Harch,k}t was agreed that no more propoaals
would be considered for ordinary membership. The announcement

of the mgximum 120 on the_rqll wag "“"received w;th_graat cbeering."‘

Preparations for the annual dinner, in April, went with a swing.

The cost was to be five shillings a head, dress to be rough.kiii'
or morning dress, and a late move to decree dress kilt or evening
dress was unanimously reaacted. Piper Macrae had_ ‘rooch with
the club badge handed 1o him, with 1nstructiéna in wear it at club

mectings and a firm reminder that it remained the property of the
club, .ﬁNe \,{MJ}WW f.s—wf E( %’&X}ﬂv L e S mmmf‘“” &
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Olrinn
—A%t the annual d;nnar, in the Bath Hotel, "a very engcyable evening

was spent, the ordinary toast list being intarsperaad w;th BONgS,
piping and dancing (that is, Highland danoing; the company was
exclusively mala)u~ The Chief proposed that a Glub album should
be started, to which aaoh memher shauld be aakad to contribute a
copy of his photograph in Highland eostuma, and the proposal was

well received."

So far as is known, nothxng came of the 1&ea to compila B slub

album. In 1892 the Patroness offarad a pcrtrait of herself —

an offer pradiaably received with great enthusiasm - and in the
year following Gampbeil of Blythawocd‘and Sir John Stirling Maxweli
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‘ar Pollok each made a present of a picﬁure, but there is no xnpuing
whether or not they were pictures of the presenters. The one and

' only photograph attached to the minutes is a half-figure print of
Andrew Penn in his first presidential AL (1909-10) ..+ resplendent
in Edwerdian business suit. P S

The Duke of Atholl was admitted an honorary member at the ABM in
1891, and “"...the stags' heads presented ... by His Grace ses
adorned the Club meeting room for the first time ..."

L statement of accounts and balance sheet appeared as an appendix
o0 the directors' report to the eleventh AHN, and sha%ed a healthy
financial state of affeirs at the end of the year 1892-3 despite a
deficit of £14 15s 1d in the revenue account. The capital account
wae worth almost £160, which good standing was reflected in the :
balance sheet, Andrew Penn, the hon. treasurer's report was adoptadfﬁ*'
"subject to adjustment of the number of members in arrear.“h Only
85 subscriptions @ 5s had been collected. Adjustment of mambers!
arrears was effected swiftly and ruthlessly; after one peremptory
request for payment, those who did not pay up promptiy h#d'thﬁir
names promptly removed from the réoll. 'Thé#e were plenty of
replacements waiting in the wings. P

During the early 'nineties several ideas for future activities
were put forward. Some died almost as aoon as they were apawned,
others meanwhile lay dormant (for inatanoa, a challengecup for
schoolboy pipers, a dance to include membera of the fair sex),
gnd one conceived in the *eighties cama to fruition in‘1894 -
the "At Home™ blossoms yet,.. now ané for many yaara with ladies
at the dancing. 2 A Highland dancﬁng olass, first mooted in 1896,A
, bas burgeoned spasmodically - it is bard to aaoape the cony1ction
that the inspiration was aparkaa by Mrl?ll.r'Gl&verlng: whose

+.dancing of the Highland Fling was much admired, the fact of his

removing his boots and dancing in his gtquingﬁ adding oonaiderably
- to the grace of thn performanna.u Thnx was in 1895‘
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Two years later a letter from the Gaelic Scoiety of London
had & wider and longer effect than the members then appreciated;
in fact, the effect is only seen with hindsight over a span of
years. The London Baels asked for suppert in their efforts ta
heve the te,ching of Gaelio in Highland schools put on the same
footing as that accorded to Welsh in the Principiality. Viewing : :
the plea with favour, the members had their chief pigned & supportiva_
letter to the Secretary of State, Balfour of Burleigh. Glaagow
Highland Club had turned its eyes outward.

By th;( time the dancing class was in full swing (thﬁ dancera f
paying for their practice aoccommodation), but there were insufficient
piping members and thése thal did blow wers ganerakly held to he :
below the mark. When in October, 1897 Farquhar Macrae resigna&,
one committe; was g:ven a remit to find a new olub plper and another
the task of consxderlﬁg ways and means of improving the plping of
their fellows. Meanwhile, the direatars were auther;se& to spend
up to £20 on furthering the Qbaects of the olub. |

Next month, John MaaDougall G;lliaa was appointed club piper,
and early in 1898 a piping olass was assembled under his charge.
Now the great man (and even the proud amateurs of the G.H.c. at
that early date were ‘constrained to agree that his talents were out

~ of the ordinary) was not exactly enxhusiaatic about teaching
indszerent pipara._ But he had a keen eye and a keener ear for the

well-tutored, whatever degrea of badkslidiug they had achieved,
MacDougall Gzllies inap;red the remias ‘to repent, the slackers to
practice and the dnffers to try and emulate their betters .

- On October 3, 1898 the decision was takan to form a pipa band,

fJohn M. Clavering tn be pipe-major. At the same time it was

reckéned the cldﬁ:p;per's ramuneraﬁian wasg %oo small ~ and his

' fea was upped to five guineas a year. ‘The pipé band mada its
first appearanoalon Novnmber_?:and ga;ped the minntaa«r;ter'a
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:au@remq aocaladsg*ii "was reoceived with gregi enthusiasm,"

Also well-reogiygd. 4 this meeting was an unusual prcmiae.

& young member, /! : amsay, on being given nearty good wishes

on his impending departure for India, urdertook to do hi;t%eat to
form a branch of the olub in Karachi. At 18 not i Ladon Zzto
imagine the reception he would get on broaching hie idea among

the veterans of the Caledonian Society in that then Indian city.

Just before the turn of the century the Marquess of Lorne and
the Marquess of Graham were elected honorary members, and the latier
had an honourable axe to grind. He was & leading light in the
campaign to promote the teaching of Gaelic in Highland schools, and
as such headed a Scottish Concert Committee, formed to raise funds,
Among the members he pleaded the cause to good effect. His effort
found an echo, and the meeting was asked to suppor@ the forthcuming
Mod in Edinburgh, due a few days hence. It was too late to do more
than advocate support at this time, but very soon it was agreed to
give a silver medal and a two-guinea prize for the ns:i ya&r's Kod
and the practice was repeated for many years, “iﬁhﬂ J%mJ A d
jﬁ Vil y (M,&'VWM”)%@ Ty A 9 {MMW«W

For some reason unknoun, the Bath Hotel fell out of favour as a
meeting place. At the meéfing wherein aVsub-committee was told to
find a new mesting place, the hon. secretary ana treasurer was as
firmly told "...get the olub pictures removed to the new meeting
place, get them overhauled and a brass naneplate affixed to each."
This was hardly fair in the first instance, as a new meeting place
had not yet been aeoured. Three waeks'latér the Grand Hotel became
the venue, and was to ramain 80 ﬁntil a oslamitpus event many years
in the future._ i )

Tha foregoxng meating vae a busy ona. Two mofa-gubmcommittéea
were appointed; one to enquire about a plaoa for the pipe band to
practice (1n dum oourse the Assembly Rooma in Bath Street at eight
sh&llinas & night were prefarred to the H.L.x. drill hall at f;fteeq),
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and the other %o consider the finances of the olub, and what steps
may be necessary to put them inté‘a more uatiafaétﬁry condidion.
This followed on an ABM which had learned that "...the olub is
enjoying the healthiest state of financial affairs to date..."
with profit on the revenue accountj é%oeﬁfheld in the Glasgow and
South Western Railway(;St. Enoch Station Rent Charge) and Consols;
and an impressive balance sheet showing agsets of nearly £240.
On a more modest scale, J.L. Galbraith was appointed club aocdmpaniat
and was paid the same fqe ag the club piper, '
' ' ZL : ,

There had been an anonymous gift of snuff mull at the ABM. It.
was revealed as the gift of William Serley.
now appointed club jewellers. ;

R. and Ha Saxley wer&

As the year ceme to & close the war in South Africe cast its
shadow. Support was given to the "Daily Tglegraph*.An& "Scotsman"
Wer Fund - a shilling collection raised fifty shillings. The
directors were loft to decide whether or mot the constitutdom would
allow a contribution to Lady Blythswood's Renfrewahiie Funl.fdr ‘
dependants of the fighting men, as also to other such funds, and
it was agreed not to poatpone the "At Bbme" on account of the War'e

On February 5, 1900 John uaae;:ﬁgan GfTltes played his new:
composition, “The Glasgow Highland Club," ‘and#he mxiwx members
joined a party of Gunners who ux.were being enterﬁained in an adjoining
room at the Grand Hotel before going off to South Africa.

Eventually, gu«'thority'“u@ given for £5 of club funds to go to
 Lady Bly‘bhsuoad'i fund - a.i‘tezé 4he Chie!‘ had paid the money OVET .
Collections were taken in aid/the Glaagou Highland Societies relief
. fund, and 8 further dénation was added, to make the aun into a
" round ﬂﬁn. The memhara Were ganerous in their rasponsa +$o manu
aypeais thxaughout the wars : T ;
At the a;ghteenth AB the deainion was xnuktdksn to give up to
5 210 towards annaure.ging piping mong aehool‘bg:{ﬁ or *boys of the Boys‘
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Bwigade, d so angther 1oagatanaing custon came inta being.

During the year the Patrdness beeame the Duahasa of Argyllg
the Chief, who had purposed his proposal of & elnb 1ihrary with
a hansel offer (ascepted — "with greal enthuaiaaﬂ), a volume of
nCeldic Armour,” added a copy of Lord Archibald Gampbell'a
nHighland Arms, Dress and Ornamentj" and the club's finances
finished nearly £300 in the black.

Hardly bad 1901 begun, however, when cansternatiinxraigund.
What was to be done, or not done, in view of the Qnaen’s death:
and whitt was to be done about the Board of Inland Revenue's

demand; teke out a licence, and pay licence duty on th& ulub
badge?

Well; on account of the Queen's death, none huﬁ buainasa
meetings would be held until after the end of April, and to the
Patroness would be transmitted "...the most ruxpaxkxakx respectful,
deep and loyal sympathy «.. w, As for the importuning Board of
Inland Revenuse, the club weuld take out a licence in prararaﬁae
ixxx to being taken to oaurt - and any non-memBer found wearing
the badge would be prosecute&, singe the alternative to the club

being licensed was that every badge—wearing mamber would have to
take out a 1ieensa for himsalf.

A quiet period fallowed. . There was a wee flurry at thB end of
the year, when hopes were raised and then dashed of the Duke and
HeR.He thﬂ nuahess of Argyll having taa with the members, but that

was about all*_- The membera gcnxented themaelvaa with nurturing
© their flauriaiig finances (e.g. a driye for 11fammeﬁbers at £2 10s,
good dividends on inveatmants, inaistanea o!iprcmpt paymenka of

__aubscriptzons - and a curious item on the income side of the revenue
account: "Subs collected from non-members, etc."



